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Abstract:

Many literary genres have struggled to gain recognition and secure a
place within the realm of global literary creativity after long periods
of neglect and marginalization. Having moved from the periphery to
the center, these genres are now the subject of conferences and
symposia, carrying the concerns and aspirations of society. Children's
literature has never been isolated from the world around it since its
inception and the development of its creative conditions. Its themes
are often drawn from current, lived realities across various domains.

Among the themes that have significantly influenced literature in
general is the pandemic-most notably the COVID-19 crisis, which
struck the world in its most intense form in recent years and left a
profound impact on human life, introducing new concepts and ways
of thinking.

Linking children’s literature to pandemic literature invites reflection
on the creative models that emerged during and after the pandemic.
This study examines and analyzes a selected children's story that
addresses the COVID-19 pandemic—The Virus Story by Alia
Kiwan—which was published during the pandemic itself. The
primary aim of this study is to demonstrate children's literature’s
capacity to address deep and complex themes, and to highlight the
role of children’s authors in helping young readers understand difficult
concepts, thereby ensuring their engagement with the world around
them. Such engagement ultimately enhances the cultural and
intellectual growth of children.

The study approaches the story both thematically and stylistically,
leading to findings that reveal the development of children’s literature
and the manifestations of pandemic literature within Arabic literary
production. The research concludes with a set of proposals that aim to
address the current challenges facing Arabic children’s literature and

to reaffirm its role in educating and empowering young readers.
Keywords: Children’s literature, pandemic literature, COVID-19, virus.
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