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Abstract:

The global COVID-19 pandemic has left profound effects on all
facets of life. In response, contemporary fiction has sought not only
to document the phenomenon but also to reinterpret its impact on
the human condition—psychologically, socially, economically,
politically, and culturally. This literary engagement has necessitated
new narrative strategies capable of encompassing the pandemic's
complexity.

One notable example is Dark Corners by Tunisian novelist Al-
Amjad Al-Othmani, who employs various experimental techniques
such as journalistic documentation, meta-narration, and multiple
forms of intertextuality. This study explores the novel as a form of
documentary fiction, examining the efficacy of these narrative
strategies in representing the pandemic’s multifaceted reality.

The analysis yields several key findings:

» The novel aligns with the genre of documentary fiction, blending
fact and narrative imagination.

* The author systematically documents the COVID-19 crisis and
its far-reaching effects on critical sectors of Tunisian society.

» Through intertextual insertions, the novel creates a multilayered
linguistic and thematic dialogue.

* The narrative invites reader participation in the critical
interrogation of the text itself, using metafictional devices that blur
the boundaries between author, narrator, and reader.

Keywords: COVID-19 literature, narrative, experimentation,
documentary fiction, mind.
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