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Abstract
The study examines the shift toward distance learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic, questioning whether it was a necessity
imposed by the crisis or a technological achievement resulting
from prior digital advancement. It outlines the historical evolution
of distance education—from correspondence and audiovisual
systems to multimedia and Internet-based platforms—and analyzes
the role of major tools such as Moodle, Edmodo, and Zoom in
sustaining higher education. While developed countries rapidly
adapted due to solid digital infrastructures, developing nations like
Algeria struggled with weak Internet access, insufficient
technological readiness, and limited training for teachers and
students. Despite these constraints, the pandemic experience
prompted an unprecedented awareness of the importance of digital
transformation in education. The paper concludes that distance
learning in Algeria was primarily a COVID-driven necessity, yet
it also served as a catalyst for envisioning a sustainable digital
education model beyond the pandemic.
Keywords:DistanceLearning ,COVID-19 , Pandemic, Educational
Digitalization, Digital Platforms
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