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Abstract
Studies have revealed the distinctive nature of metaphorical structure
and the determination of its meanings according to the contexts in
which it occurs. They have also provided conceptual frameworks
that uncover its essence within human discourse and define its
features across various forms of communication. Among the
discourses that draw particular attention is the discourse on the
environmental crisis, which continues to resonate across
international forums. Through this paper, we seek to uncover the
nature of conceptual metaphor in this discourse, taking as our corpus
the speech delivered by Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune
to the Algerian people during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Metaphor is a conceptual category that governs our various symbolic
structures, whether consciously or unconsciously, forming a new
structure that results from the interaction of two domains. Through
this interaction, the attributes of the source domain are transferred to
the target domain. Conceptual metaphor plays an important role in
revealing numerous ideas, ideologies, and forms of interaction
within society. It expands the field of interpretation, opens up to
multiplicity of meanings, and broadens their scope, thereby engaging
the listener. This conception renders metaphor an active symbolic
force, which allows it to be regarded as a tactical instrument of our
speech acts.

Keywords: metaphor, conception, discourse, space, COVID-19...
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